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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Comrades, when you get to read this report we will be in the New Year 2007. The
editor asked me to have this report on his desk By December 22nd, as a result | am
writing this on December 215,
Carol and | are having some old friends, as well as relatives over for Christmas
dinner and | am looking forward to breaking bread with them. At Christmas I, and |
think a lot of us, reflect on some of the Christmases gone by. We think of the people
who are no longer with us and the happy times we had together when we were
younger; but that was yesteryear.
The year 2006 was good to our Branch, thanks to the many functions that we have
put together. The steak fry is proving to be very successful as well as the monthly
crib tournament, darts, pool, shuffleboard, etc. Yes, 2006 was good for our Branch
and | hope that this continues into 2007.

However, the year 2006 was not all cheer. In our great country in which we live, we
have lost a lot of our young soldiers in a country that they did not know about ten or
fifteen years ago. My thoughts are with the troops in Afghanistan and their
comrades, my condolences to the families of our young soldiers, who will not share
their joy with them this Christmas. Closer to home, we at the Branch lost more than
a few of our WWII Veterans. It was very sad for me personally to lose three of these
Veterans - Tom Cummings, Norm Sommers and Art Kearns. These three men were
long time members of our Branch and over the years they contributed a lot of time to
their Branch. It was my pleasure and honour to have them on my cribbage team for
many years. They were gentlemen through and through; no matter what cards they
were dealt. If they lost they would come away with a smile and a shrug. | do miss
them. Again it was sad that in 2006 we lost some of our committee chairpersons
through sickness or for other reasons. One of them, Charlene Sellen, our
Membership Chair for many years, did a remarkable job which | think will be hard to
compete with...Charlene, we will miss you. It was sad for our Branch when Debbie,
our Office Manager, tendered her resignation.

It is sad for the Branch when one member complains against another member.
Sometimes their complaints are founded, but some of them are personal and petty,
bringing discredit to our Branch. | sincerely hope, in this New Year 2007, this will
stop, but children being children, | have my doubts because there is always one child
in the sand box throwing sand.

So much for the sad times. | wish you Comrades all good health, happiness and
prosperity in the year ahead. May it be joyful for all of us at Branch 50. Remember to

Respect, Be Fair and Be Good to one another.

Lawrie Pollock
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FROM THE 1°" VICE-PRESIDENT

Comrades, for this edition I'd like to talk about the
Poppy Campaign. We had a pretty good campaign in
2006, collecting about $35,000 for the K-W Poppy Fund.

| wish to sincerely thank those of you who helped out
with the campaign - taggers, drivers, runners, counters.
With a few welcome exceptions, it seems to be the same
core group of dedicated Comrades who make this
important venture work each year.

With a membership as large as ours, one would expect
a few more people would have volunteered to spend a
couple hours a day tagging, but | suppose that's a
problem in most organisations.

| did have a few people say they would not support the
Poppy Fund because they didn't know where their
money went.

Having attended several meetings of the KW Poppy
Fund, | can tell you that the money is used wisely.
Approximately half of the money is disbursed in large
grants to the three local hospitals, to purchase specific
items of equipment likely to be used by Veterans or their
survivors. The other half is retained, and disbursed
upon request by a Veteran or surviving spouse for such
things as hearing aids, dentures, or other items
necessary to maintain a satisfactory quality of life.

These individual disbursements must, of course, remain
completely confidential, as a matter of respect for the
recipient, and indeed as a matter of law.

Very little money is used for Administration — just the bare
minimum required to keep the Poppy House operating on
an ongoing basis.

The annual audited statement of the fund is published in
the Record for those who feel the need to read stuff like
this, but you may rest assured your money is going to aid
Veterans, their survivors, and other Seniors in our
community, in that order. Not one penny goes back to
the Branch.

In other matters, Judy and | spent Christmas in Sarnia,
enjoying some time with Judy’s family. Lo and behold,
the racetrack/slots center down there (Hiawatha park)
received a permit from the Ontario Government to
construct a (supposedly illegal) enclosed & heated
smoking lounge for players. Seems the OLGC was losing
too many dollars, as their US clientele, most of whom
smoke, will not spend their greenbacks where they are
not wanted.

To all you Comrades who smoke, | would think this would
be an opportune time to write your MPP. If exemptions
can be made for a Government owned casino, then
exemptions should certainly be possible for Veterans’
clubs and long-term care residences.

For the time being, of course, see you on the patio!

JinmvMeyer
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FROM THE 2"° VICE-PRESIDENT

As we enter a New Year, | would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Healthy, Happy,
and Prosperous 2007.

One of my jobs as 2™ Vice is to assume the duties of the Branch Bar Officer; this entails more than
most people realize. Ensuring items which members want are offered for sale. Taking monthly
inventory on a holiday, for example 1% of July, 1* of January, etc.

The year 2006 had seen some slack times in bar sales at the start of the fiscal year which starts on
1 June and runs to the following May. However as 2006 comes to a close we have been
experiencing better than average bar sales (November was our best month ever) and it looks like
we may even surpass the sales of last year.

The Branch takes a lot of money to run and we can not be like drunken sailors and spend, spend,
spend. The Executive must be prudent in their decision-making and ensure that we are getting good
value for the money we spend on your behalf. As the Executive we must never lose sight that it is the
members who we work for, and their wishes are of the utmost importance. The Branch must
depend on the members to support the Branch or we will soon go by the board and go down like a
sinking ship.

The members who think they are supporting the Branch by being a member, and coming in once a

year and paying their dues on time are not much help. The dues structure of the Legion sees a great
portion of the annual dues going to Provincial and Dominion Commands, and the Branch recovers
only a small portion of your dues. It’s much like taxes — we don’t like them but there is little we can
do about it.

I have noticed that many people come in to the Branch, pay their dues and leave right away. As an
Executive Officer of the Branch 1 would like to be able to say that | know every member. Of course |
know that would be a wild dream. | take pride in calling members by name and | know the sixty or
seventy people who attend meetings and other social functions regularly by their names.

But there are a lot of people, about six hundred, that come in once a year that | haven’t seen in the
branch at any other time throughout the year and | have no idea why.

WHY NOT MAKE 2007 the Year that all Members SUPPORT THE BRANCH? And let me get to know
you.

......... Hope to see you in 2007.

Dave Dawvidson

FROM THE SENIORS’ CHAIRPERSON

Comrade Mike Fenton sponsored the 4™ annual Tuesday Afternoon Shuffleboard tournament
on December 5th, in memory of Hilda Dietrich.

The winners were: 1st Place - Charlie and Sandra, 2nd Place - Kay and Era, 3rd Place -
Lucy and Betty, 4™ Place - Alice and Reg, 5" Place - Vivian and Lynn.
On behalf of the Seniors and myself , we want to thank Mike for his donation which
contributes so much to the success of this tournament.

Our Christmas Party was well-attended, 49 Members coming out. The meal was fantastic!
Thanks to the Chef and his helpers. Also those who donated towards the gift draws; lots of
good prizes!

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, January 14™ and February 11", both at 2 PM.

tra Kaufman
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FROM RCL DOMINION COMMAND

|. Effective 1 January 2007 DEC has authorised all members
to wear the "We Support Our Troops" pin on the right lapel

SICK AND VISITING

I hope our shut in Comrades have had
a good Christmas and New Years.

We have had a few Comrades that
were in the hospital the last couple of
months.  Bill Weido and Bernice
Snyder were in surgery, Dorothy

2. It has been a very busy and challenging year for || MIPKINS, a new member was also in
Membership. The biggest challenge of all was the hqspltal, they are home now and we
implementation of the new software system. We have been || Wish them all the best. — Audrey
working diligently to overcome the problems with the card COffmf g ,WW II vet, fe.ll and brokp
print program and other membership related items over the = [ her wrist just before Christmas. It is
past year. I am pleased to tell you that we have successfully | [ Very hard to be able to do things for
cleared up the backlog that has accumulated due to the Early | || Yourself especially when you are up in
Bird program, and the transmittals and membership cards the: senior years. We wish Audrey a
have been mailed out to the branches. The card print program | || quick recovery.

for the 2008 Two-Part Renewal/Membership Cards has now Good health to all our Comrades.

been fixed and the continuous years of service will be
corrected on next year’s two-part cards. There are still a few
minor 'bugs' related to the membership cards that are issued
with the Branch Transmittal Reports, but these will be
corrected in the New Year.

of the Legion Blazer. Authority for the wear of the 80th
Anniversary pin ceases on 31 Dec 2006 and wear of the 'Year
of the Veteran" pin was to cease on 31 Dec 2005.

Carolyn Harvey

AND NOW, A LITTLE HISTORY ..........

We have all heard the haunting song "Taps™. It's the song that gives us that lump in our throats and
usually tears in our eyes as another soldier is laid to rest. If you do not know the story behind the song |
think you may be interested in its humble beginning.

By all reports, it began during the Civil War in 1862, when a Union Captain named Robert Ellicombe was
with his troops near Harris' Landing, Virginia, across a narrow strip of land from the Confederate Army.
During the night, he heard the moans of a soldier who lay severely wounded. Not knowing if it was a
Union or Confederate soldier, he decided to risk his life and bring the wounded soldier back for medical
attention.

Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain reached the wounded soldier and began pulling
him towards his encampment. When the Captain reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a
Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead. The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath,
and went numb with shock. In the dim light, he saw the face of the soldier. It was his son. The boy had
been studying music in the south when the war broke out. Without telling his father, the boy had enlisted
in the Confederate Army.

The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission of his superiors to give his son a full
military funeral despite his enemy status. His request was only partially granted. The Captain had asked
if he could have a group of Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral. The
request was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate. But, out of respect for the father, they did
say they could give him one musician - the Captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler to play a series of
musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead youth's uniform. This wish was
granted. The haunting melody we now know as "Taps" ,used at military funerals, was born.

-Thanks to Comrade Elaine Rice, Zone C2 PRO
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TURNING TO SPORTS.........
CRIBBAGE

November Winners
qst Linda Seibert

SHUFFLEBOARD

The Branch had 3 teams advance to the District
playdowns to be held at the Polish Br 412.

Barb Beggs They were:
2 Laurie Pollock 1. Vi Graham & Ron Dickson
Cory Warren 2. Nancy-Jean Wagar &

December Winners
1st Bob & Troy Stumpf
2nd John & Violet Allenson
Next Tournaments
Saturday, Jan 6/07
Saturday, Feb 3/07

BOWLING

The Branch has not had a team for a long
time entered at the Zone level.

This year we had one, and they won.

Good work, Guys! Members were

1) Mitch Pope 4) Kevin Joseph

2) Dave Phipps 5) Terry Churchill

3) Gary Prosper 6) Keven Klien

They now advance to the District playdowns
in Goderich.

Joyce Davidson
3. Tim Davidson & Charlie Neuman
Good Work Ladies & Gents!

POOL

We are bringing in another pool table

in January. Pool has become popular at
the Branch. We are hoping to run some
tournaments, and one day, hosting Zone.
Pool is a good money maker at the Branch,
with very little upkeep.

Thanks,

Don Walter Sports Officer
Vince McQuabbie Committee Member
Paul Lindner Committee Member

FROM THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Hello Comrades

Well, one more holiday season in the books.
I hope everyone's Christmas and New Year
went well for them.

Our Colour Party is on a bit of a break now.
If there is anyone who is or would be
interested in marching in the parades,
carrying the colours we would be more than
happy to have you join our colour party.
Talk to me (Gord) or anyone on the colour
party and let your interest be known.

Well, that is all for now until next Dugout.

Gord Ross

FROM YOUTH ED/BURSARY

The Branch Public Speaking Competition will be
held on Sunday Feb. 4th starting at 10 AM,
and volunteers for various positions are welcome
as always (contact me, or the office).

Also, any member who wishes to see what the
youth of the area are capable of is most welcome
as well.

We have also had inquiries about the bursaries
for continuing education sponsored by the
Legion. Forms and further information will be
available in the New Year.

Reg Bielaski



